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May 12, Jacques Junier, a Jesuit donne, runs away
from Sillery, after having been in the service of the
mission for twenty years. A fortnight later, some
Massachusetts Indians bring a letter from Rev. John
Eliot, asking for the release of certain savages, their
allies, captured last year by the Algonkins,—a
request which is granted.

With the coming of summer, the Iroquois again
infest the river, directing their murderous attacks
against isolated farm-houses, laborers in the fields,
fishermen setting their lines, and stray Huron and
Algonkin savages, even when in considerable bands.
The danger and loss are greatest at Three Rivers,
and aid is quickly sent thither. News is brought,
July 20, that the New England colonists are under-
taking war against the Dutch and the Iroquois; and,
ten days later, that the Algonkin tribes of the North,
with the remnant of the Tobacco and Neutral tribes,
are assembling beyond Sault Ste. Marie, to unite
against the Iroquois.

August 6, the mail from France arrives, in which
are received letters appointing Father le Mercier as
superior in Canada. Pending his arrival (about ten
days later) from Three Rivers, a vice-superior is
named, Jerome Lalemant. Lalemant, in this brief
time, writes in the Journal a full and highly interest-
ing account of the ecclesiastical status of the Jesuits
in Canada, and the relations of the church there to
the diocese of Rouen,—matters regarding which
much dissension has already arisen, and which are
to bring about, but three years later, an entire reor-
ganization of ecclesiastical affairs in Canada. Le
Mercier continues the record, beginning August 21;
his first entry describes a battle near Montreal, in


